Unified School District No. 505, Labette County, State of Kansas

June 10, 2026
Roberta Carter, president, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with all members present.  Others present:  Mike Kastle, Interim Superintendent; Jolene Hall, Chetopa K-12 administrator; Renee Gillard, St. Paul administrator; Josh Brennon, District technology; Dr. Williams; Kim Riddle; and Terri Ross, clerk.
A motion, “I make a motion to approve the agenda as presented” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 7-0.
The consent agenda included the minutes of the May 11, 2026 meeting; June bills; May VISA bill; and May activity accounts.  A motion, “I make a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 7-0.
Kim Riddle from Bill Thompson Insurance was present to discuss the annual insurance renewal costs and any changes that need to be made.  There is an automatic premium increase due to the increase in property value.
The SEK Interlocal report: SEK is estimating a $380,000 drop in funding and Greenbush’s insurance had a big increase.
Under technology, Josh Brennon reported: purchased some computer parts and toner; the annual fee for the library program is $2703.60; spent $18,560 for Freshman computers; discussed changing the technology fee; possible grant opportunity to upgrade the outside cameras, grant will pay half of the cost of $22,400 for regular cameras or $28,800 for AI cameras; and need to purchase 36 iPads at a cost of $13,192.20.
Under principal’s reports, Mrs. Hall reported:  graduation went well; custodians are working on a list of maintenance items; Brianna Riddle resigned and our last interview will be on Friday; having open gym for basketball; weights have started; need a policy for the new cell phone rule; biggest changes in the student handbook will be the cell phone policy and graduation requirements; needs assessment is in the works; ESI and some Title reports are done; go to budget meeting tomorrow; working on in-service for next year; working on coaches and staff handbooks; started a community focus group to find ways to market Chetopa school; Josh is working on a website upgrade; and the police will hold a softball tournament next week.  Mrs. Gillard reported:  activity banquet was May 12 and Dan Vitt donated pulled pork; graduation went well; elementary had the end of the year assembly; checkout went smoothly; kids made videos for the retirees and presented them at the retirement party during school; retirees received a plaque and hanging basket; a retirement reception was held that evening for the public to attend; students and staff attended the Honor Flight trip; students have started summer weights and basketball practices; FBLA to Nationals on June 29; about 10 new students with out of district forms; and may fill some classes with 30 students.
Under superintendent’s report, Mr. Kastle reported: cuts to general and supplemental funds; smart watches are also included in the cell phone ban; possibility of removing a tree; and June is his last meeting, but he will be available.  Dr. Williams reported: only about 100 students in Chetopa so we will need to look at options and Honor Flight had a meal on base and the troops applauded the veterans.
Under board matters, a motion, “I make a motion to approve the new rates for property insurance for 2026-27 school year” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 7-0.  The purchase of new vehicles to replace some with hail damage was tabled until a later date.  We will keep the damaged vehicles.  A policy was presented on the process of discontinuing email and key cards after an employee resigns.  A motion, “I make a motion to accept the recommended policy on access cards and email accounts of former employees as presented” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Shelby Spielbusch.  The motion passed, 7-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to accept the resignations of the individuals listed, Amanda Dent, St. Paul elementary teacher, Jennifer Bradshaw, Chetopa MS teacher and Brianna Riddle, Chetopa secretary, Heather Vogel, St. Paul HS track and field coach, and thank them for their years of service to the school and students” was made by Josh Baker and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 7-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to have Terri Ross, Dr. Bobbi Williams, Jolene Hall and Mike Kastle finalize the financial records for the 2025-2026 school year” was made by Jennifer Stewart and seconded by Shelby Spielbusch.  The motion passed, 7-0.
In accordance with Kansas statue 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall, and Mrs. Gillard until 8:30 PM, for the purpose of matters related to negotiations” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 7-0.

The open meeting resumed at 8:30 PM. A motion, “I make a motion to approve the negotiated agreement as presented” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 7-0.
In accordance with Kansas statute 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:40 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 7-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:45 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 7-0.  

The open meeting resumed at 8:45 PM. A motion, “I make a motion to hire the following staff for the 2026-2027 school year:  Skylar Clevenger, St. Paul elementary teacher and St. Paul head HS girls’ basketball coach; Jordyn Gitchell, St. Paul 8th grade sponsor; Ashley Gilley, St. Paul STUCO sponsor; Jeremy Moss, St. Paul HS assistant boys’ basketball coach; Riley Hicks, St. Paul HS head volleyball coach; Tyler Burrell, St. Paul custodian; and Linseh Johnson, Chetopa MS math and social studies teacher” was made by Josh Baker and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to set Mrs. Gillard’s salary for the 2026-2027 school year at $81,000 plus benefits” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.

In accordance with Kansas statute 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board and Mr. Kastle until 8:52 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 7-0.
The open meeting resumed at 8:52 PM. No action was taken.
A motion, “I make a motion to adjourn” was made by Brock Aday and seconded by Shelby Spielbusch.  The motion passed, 7-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM.
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