Unified School District No. 505, Labette County, State of Kansas

April 13, 2026
Roberta Carter, president, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM with all members present, except Jennifer Stewart.  Others present:  Mike Kastle, Interim Superintendent; Jolene Hall, Chetopa K-12 administrator; Renee Gillard, St. Paul administrator; Josh Brennon, District technology; Heather Beachner; Morgan Vitt; Brandy McRay; and Terri Ross, clerk.
Heather Beachner, Morgan Vitt and Brandy McRay were present to update the board on the Champions Grant.  They have applied for that program.  They have also submitted the hometown grant through T-Mobil and are working on a Challenge Grant and other options that are contingent upon raising money through donations for matching funds.
A motion, “I make a motion to approve the agenda” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Barbara Evans.  The motion passed, 6-0.
The consent agenda included the minutes of the March 9, 2026 meeting; April bills; March VISA bill; and March activity accounts.  A motion, “I make a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 6-0.
The SEK Interlocal report: SEK is getting a little more state money; worried about the budget and they are looking at increasing the contribution by 3 to 5 percent.
Under technology, Josh Brennon reported: testing went well; internet problems seem to be fixed; the 2 access points will be put up this summer; add 2 cameras at St. Paul at a cost of $1075; and trying to get some new iPads through the PSU Literacy Grant.
Under principal’s reports, Mrs. Gillard reported: FBLA kids going to Nationals in San Antonio; YEC goes to Manhattan to compete; Hayden Sinclair placed at Nationals in powerlifting and Gennie Vitt placed at the collegiate level; Mr. Jacquinot took students to check out the PSU construction program; will go over KESA goals during the next DLT; preschool roundup is April 27; music program is April 28; and discussed the upcoming end of the year activities.  Mrs. Hall reported: 15 JH track, 4 HS track; baseball and softball are learning fundamentals; FCCLA is going to state; fire marshal didn’t find anything major except a set of fire doors that won’t shut; PSU Literacy Grant continues next year; and upcoming dates.
Under superintendent’s report, Mr. Kastle reported: graduation times; new legislation says that cell phones will need to be inaccessible so we will have to store them during school hours; staff can’t have contact with students through social media next year; state financing is trying to close small schools; finances look good this year, not too bad in 2026-27, but might have issues after that; Chetopa Christian Church will have senior breakfast on May 13; fire marshal report showed 90 percent of the violations were documentation errors; state audit done; option to change all lights at St. Paul to LED with a cost of $29,000 to the district; and would like to get negotiations over by the end of the year.
Under board matters, the board tabled the money transfer until a later date.  The June board meeting date was discussed.  A motion, “I make a motion to change the June meeting date to June 10” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 6-0.
In accordance with Kansas statue 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall, and Mrs. Gillard until 8:30 PM, for the purpose of matters related to negotiations” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 6-0.

The open meeting resumed at 8:30 PM. No action was taken.
In accordance with Kansas statute 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:45 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:52 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Josh Baker.  The motion passed, 6-0.  

The open meeting resumed at 8:52 PM.  A recommendation was made by approve all certified staff currently employed with assignments to be determined.  A motion, “I make a motion to accept the recommendations for employment for the 2026-27 school year as proposed” was made by Josh Baker and seconded by Shelby Spielbusch.  The motion passed, 6-0.
A motion, “I make a motion to adjourn” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 6-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:53 PM.
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