Unified School District No. 505, Labette County, State of Kansas

May 11, 2026
Roberta Carter, president, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with all members present, except Josh Baker.  Others present:  Mike Kastle, Interim Superintendent; Jolene Hall, Chetopa K-12 administrator; Renee Gillard, St. Paul administrator; Josh Brennon, District technology; Rogan Bruce and Terri Ross, clerk.
Rogan Bruce was present to discuss the HS football coaching position at Chetopa.

A motion, “I make a motion to approve the agenda” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.
The consent agenda included the minutes of the April 13, 2026 meeting; May bills; April VISA bill; and April activity accounts.  A motion, “I make a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Barbara Evans.  The motion passed, 6-0.
The SEK Interlocal report: SEK meeting is this week.
Under technology, Josh Brennon reported: purchased some computer parts; needs to order at least 30 computers; website issues were caused because the company was bought out and it caused issues with our email, but it has been fixed.
Under principal’s reports, Mrs. Hall reported:  kindergarten/preschool roundup was held; held a senior signing day with 3 students going to LCC; music program is tomorrow night; PAC team will help to sponsor field trips; Senior breakfast will be May 13; Senior practice is May 14; elementary field day is Monday; HS graduation is at 4:00 PM and 8th grade at 6:00 PM; and the students have been doing community service.  Mrs. Gillard reported:  kindergarten/preschool roundup was held; 12 seniors participated in scholarship night; spring music program went well; MS students went bowling for an activity day; elementary students had a bounce house day; community service day; sports physicals for next year are done; students had crush floats for “crushing the test”; activity banquet is Tuesday; Seniors had history day; Senior breakfast and graduation practice on Thursday; SITE council is working on farm to table and back to school activities; and working on end of the year reports.
Under superintendent’s report, Mr. Kastle reported: board needs to be at St. Paul at 12:45 PM for graduation and 3:45 PM for Chetopa’s HS graduation; budget is in good shape for this year; waiting on direction from the state for the cell phone policy; district is not allowed to give money for the challenge grant; too late to change property insurance for this year; $75,000 deductible on roofs for wind and hail; need to change the June meeting to June 10; will cost $3500 to cut down the elm tree by the Chetopa ag shop and this doesn’t include the stump removal; insurance will total 4 vehicles due to hail damage; and Labette County has a bus coming into Chetopa to pick up kids and the state allows it.
Under board matters, a motion, “I make a motion to table the issue of transferring funds until April 2027” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to accept the proposal for light replacements at the St. Paul schools” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I move to accept the resignations of Marcia Gard, Jene Noe, Charlene Coomes, and Janice Bone for the purposes of retirement and thank them for their years of service to the schools and students” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 6-0.
In accordance with Kansas statue 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall, and Mrs. Gillard until 7:55 PM, for the purpose of matters related to negotiations” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Barbara Evans.  The motion passed, 6-0.

The open meeting resumed at 7:55 PM. A motion, “I make a motion to approve the items for negotiations as presented” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Barbara Evans.  The motion passed, 6-0.
In accordance with Kansas statute 75-4319, a motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:10 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:25 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to go into executive session with the Board, Mr. Kastle, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Gillard until 8:31 PM, to protect the parties involved for discussion of matters related to non-elected personnel including separations, new hires and employee performance and evaluation” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  

The open meeting resumed at 8:31 PM.  A motion, “I make a motion to hire Trevor Little as the math instructor at Chetopa JH and HS for the 2026-2027 school year” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to transfer Jordyn Gitchell from Chetopa to St. Paul for the 2026-2027 school year” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Jennifer Stewart.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A list of non-certified employees for 2026-2027 was presented.  A motion, “I make a motion to extend contract offers to the non-licensed personnel as recommended” was made by Maggy Robison and seconded by Shelby Spielbusch.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to extend contract offers for supplemental positions for 2026-2027 school year as presented” was made by Jennifer Stewart and seconded by Maggy Robison.  The motion passed, 6-0.  A motion, “I make a motion to extend contract offers for the 2026-2027 school year to the following:  Jess Morgan, Chetopa para; Jeremy Moss, St. Paul middle school teacher; Riley Hicks, St. Paul para; and Kendra Cavender, Chetopa HS ELA teacher” was made by Roberta Carter and seconded by Shelby Spielbusch.  The motion passed, 6-0.
A motion, “I make a motion to adjourn” was made by Shelby Spielbusch and seconded by Brock Aday.  The motion passed, 6-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM.
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